Cervical cytology in a community laboratory.
A retrospective analysis of the results of 27,801 cervical smears from one year in a community laboratory was undertaken. This represented 23,820 individual patients. Abnormalities were seen in 9.3% of patients. Three point seven percent of patients had benign abnormalities, 5.5% had cervical intraepithelial neoplasia and 0.1% had major abnormalities. The incidence of cervical epithelial abnormality was highest in the 15-34 age group but major abnormalities were seen most often in the 55+ age group. Human papillomavirus was more commonly seen in the youngest age group. The presence of inflammation was reported in 65% of the smears. Thirty percent of smears had no endocervical cells and 0.6% were grossly inadequate. Fifteen percent of patients had repeat smears and 3% of total smears were judged unnecessary. Forty two point six percent of patients less than 55 years of age in the laboratory population base had a smear but only 7.9% of those over 55.